
Report of the Committee on External Academic Relations (CEAR)—AY 2017-2018 

The Committee on External Academic Relations (CEAR) held three regular meetings and 

communicated via email to plan and carry out our work this academic year. Primary attention 

was given to discussing how CEAR could best contribute to the work of the Faculty Senate of 

Virginia and the AAUP-VA Conference, especially concerning the annual Virginia Higher 

Education Advocacy Day (VHEAD).  

FALL: VHEAD Planning 

Two CEAR members attended the fall FVSA meeting. At this meeting, priorities for the year 

were developed, with a focus on engagement of faculty senators with VHEAD and collaborative 

efforts between FSVA and AAUP-VA. We also established a fund for faculty and students to 

participate in additional advocacy days throughout the legislative session. GMU agreed to host a 

joint FSVA and AAUP-VA meeting in the Spring. 

Also, prior to VHEAD, CEAR consulted with GMU Administration personnel including: Paul 

Liberty, VP for Government and Community Relations; Mark Smith, Executive Director, State 

Government Relations; and Sabena Moretz, Manager, State Government Relations. They shared 

GMU priorities for the legislative session. CEAR faculty co-chairs also attended the GMU 

planning session in advance of GMU lobbying days.  

VHEAD: January 11, 2018 

One CEAR committee member attended VHEAD (1/11/18) along with one GMU Administrative 

Faculty member (Jennifer Crewalk, ODIME). Along with AAUP-VA President Gerry Sherayko, 

they met with NOVA and other legislators to advocate for FSVA/AAUP-VA priorities. 

Advocacy focused primarily on two issues: Tuition waivers for dependent children of faculty 

(HB 1425 -- Delegate Rodman); and In-state tuition for DACA students (HB 19 – Delegate 

Lopez; HB 11 – Delegate Kory; HB 343 Delegate Boysko). 

 HB 1425 was defeated on a party-line vote in the House Committee on Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Higher Education. 

 All DACA-related bills were defeated by not being brought to a hearing in the Rules 

Committee. 

As reported by AAUP-VA, over thirty faculty, staff and students from ten different institutions 

participated in a full day of advocacy. Throughout the day, the collective visited 36 of the 100 

delegates’ offices and 15 of the 40 senate offices and met directly with ten delegates and three 

senators.  

A highlight of the day was the presentation of the Colonel Michael S. Harris Award for 

exemplary service in support of higher education to Peter Blake, Director of the State Council of 

Higher Education for Virginia. A GMU CEAR faculty representative was in attendance. 



Importantly, Peter Blake (SCHEV) reminded AAUP-VA and FSVA that we are welcome to 

liaise with BOV members as they on-board and receive training from SCHEV. This would be a 

good opportunity to promote goals of shared faculty governance and academic freedom. 

SPRING: FSVA and AAUP-VA Convergence 

On April 7
th

, GMU brought together FSVA faculty and members of the AAUP-VA Executive 

Committee for a joint session at our Fairfax campus. One CEAR member joined the FSVA 

meeting, while three GMU faculty attended the AAUP-VA meeting. In the afternoon, both 

groups converged to participate in a panel discussion on the privatization of public higher 

education. Guest speakers included Monica Owens from the National AAUP, Samantha Parsons 

from UnKoch My Campus, Gus Thomson from Transparent GMU (student org), and David 

Kuebrich of GMU Faculty  Senate. 

FSVA priorities for the next year include building more connectivity between faculty senate 

chairs from around the state to share overarching concerns. We wish to expand the website to 

include Faculty Handbooks from each VA institution of higher education, including our 

community college system.  

The AAUP-VA is reconsidering how to advocate for tuition waivers, given that ODU already 

offers waivers to its faculty. Likely there exists a pathway on campuses for administrations to 

support this type of policy initiative. For next year, Bethany Letiecq was elected to the AAUP-

VA executive committee and will continue to represent CEAR. 

Other Initiatives: Support for Student Engagement in Advocacy 

Our committee also intersected with faculty advisors of Mason DREAMers and worked to 

support DREAMer engagement in Richmond. Although we garnered funding to support student 

travel (for both DREAMers and student senators) to meet with legislators, students were not able 

to utilize these funds this year. We hope to work to support these efforts in the future with more 

direct engagement with the student groups and earlier planning. 

As in years past, our Committee will consider visiting several NOVA legislators this summer. If 

you would like to join us for a meeting with your senator and/or delegate, please let us know. 

Committee Members: David Kravitz*, Bethany Letiecq*, Christy Pichichero, Peter Pober,** 

Jessica Rosenberg, Emily Vgara  
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